Forest Growers Research Conference 2025

THE SCIENCE OF WHAT’'S NEXT

Holiday Inn, Auckland Airport : 14th-16th October 2025

TIME ESTIMATE
8:00am

9:00 am
9:10 am
9:20 am
9:35 am
9:50 am

10:00 am

10:30 am

11:45 am
12:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:15 pm
2:30 pm

3:00 pm

4:15 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm

6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
10:00 pm

FOREST
NEW ZEALAND
FARM FORESTRY OWNERS
ASSOCIATION ASSOCIATION

TOPIC
Conf. registration, tea/coffee

1. WELCOME AND OVERVIEW
Welcome and Karakia
Introductions and H&S

Forest Growers Levy Trust

NZ BioEconomy Science Institute
Panel session Q&A

Morning Tea

2, Scene setting - from reaction to resilience
Industry Perspectives

Government Perspective

Future Markets and Investments

Forces Shaping our Future

Panel Session Q&A

Lunch

3. Adapting Radiata’s Future
Forest Shield Proposal

The role of gene technology
Government Initiatives

Farm Forestry and Land use
Tree improvement for the future
Panel Session Q&A

Afternoon Tea

4. Next Breeding and Deployment

Scaling Success: Choosing the right propagation strategy

Dryland Forestry Eucalypt breeding programme

RPBC Genetic Gain

Optimising Nursery Growing Conditions

Beyond the Petri Dish: Ex vitro Challenges & Opportunities in Conifer Tissue Culture
Panel Session Q&A

Day 1 Closing comments
End of Day 1

Pre dinner drinks
Awards dinner
Presentation of Awards
Dinner close

Conference programme may be subject to changes.
All details will be updated to the Forest Growers Research website at www.fgr.nz
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Chair: Elizabeth Heeg
Alistair Brown

Sam Keenan

Mike Claridge

Grace Villamor

Chair: Paul Adams
Elizabeth Heeg
Glenn Thorlby
Micah Scholer
Peter Davies-Colley
Jude Sise

Chair: Debbie Ward
Jana Krajnakova
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Paul Adams

Paul Adams
Jason Syme (FGR Board Chair)



TIME ESTIMATE

7:00 am
8:45 am
8:50 am
8:55 am

9:00 am

10:15 am
10:30 am

11:00 am

12:20 pm
12:35 pm

1:30 pm

2:50 pm
3:00 pm

3:30 pm

4:45 pm

5:00 pm

5:05 pm

5:15 pm
6:45 pm

7:30 am - 4:30 pm

All day Field Trip
Pick up & drop off
at Holiday Inn,
Auckland Airport

TOPIC

Wahine in Forestry Breakfast
Registration, arrival tea/coffee
Welcome back and H&S
Wahine in Foresty re-cap

5. Tree and Ecosystem Interactions

Forest Water Use and Hydrology

Productivity and Nutrition

Resilience Without Borders: A South African experience
Tree Root Microbiome Programme

Panel Session Q&A

Morning Tea

6. Next Digital Tech - Part 1

Tissue culture robotics - image analysis

A World First: Adapting PlantMax for NZ conditions
Remote Sensing of Chemical Thinning
Automated Log ID for Supply Chain Efficiency
Capturing data from harvesting operations

Panel Session Q8&A

Lunch

7. Next Digital Tech - Part 2

Precision GPS: Realising a smart spade

Is a robotic arm the answer to mechanical pruning?

Teleoperation improving safety & productivity and addressing labour shortages
Development of Slash Grapples for Residue Removal

Shredded Wood for roading: Innovative use of harvesting residues

A safer and healthier workforce builds sector resilience

Panel Session Q&A

Afternoon Tea

8. So, What Next?

The long and winding road to successful innovation
Contractor experience

Forest Diversification

Final word

Panel Session Q&A

Info on Field Trip tomorrow - Co-hosts Nga Rakau Nursery, Ngéiti Whatua o
Kaipara, Matariki Forests and Manulife Investment Management

7.30am Registrations, 8:00am Departure Holiday Inn, Ascot Ave,
Auckland Airport

Closing Comments

9. Networking session with posters and tech displays
Prize draw

FIELD TRIP — Co-hosts Nga Rakau Nursery, Ngati Whatua o Kaipara, Matariki

Forests and Manulife Investment Management

Presenter
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Chair: Andrew Cridge
Dean Meason
Simeon Smaill
Steven Dovey
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Chair: Keith Raymond
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Sean Wright

Russel Main

Andy Dick

Patrick Humphrey

Chair: Claire Stewart
Brian Russell

Caleb Westbury
Paul Milliken

lan Brown

Hamish Scown
Brionny Hooper

Chair: Paul Adams
Claire Stewart
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Marco Lausberg
Alison Slade

Paul Adams

Paul Adams
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The field trip will travel to West Auckland and visit Nga Rakau Nursery, and Riverhead and Woodhill forests.

Advanced automated seedling systems, forest management and silviculture, E-thinning, environmental protection

and harvesting.

7:30 am Registrations, 8:00 am departure

Conference programme may be subject to changes.
All details will be updated to the Forest Growers Research website at www.fgr.nz





